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Short Biography for Introduction 
 

• Diplomate, American Board of Addiction Medicine 
• Chair, Adolescent Addiction Treatment, Newport Academy, Corona Del Mar, California  
• Medical Director, Center Point, San Rafael, California 
• Chief, Addiction Medicine, Alta Mira Recovery, Sausalito, California 
• Former Medical Director, California State Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs  
• Fellow and Past President, American Society of Addiction Medicine 
• Fellow, American Academy of Clinical Toxicologists 
• Founder, Haight Ashbury Free Medical Clinic, San Francisco, California 
• Awardee, ASAM Annual Award, 2010 
• Awardee, California Medical Association, Robert D. Sparks, MD Leadership Achievement Award, 2010 

 
  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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I.  Current Medical Practice 
 
• Chief, Addiction Medicine, Alta Mira Recovery Programs, Sausalito, California  2011-Present 
 
• Chair, Adolescent Addiction Treatment, Newport Academy, Corona Del Mar, California 2008-Present 
 
• Medical Director, Center Point, Inc., San Rafael, California     1993-Present 

 
• Medical Review Officer, Medical Review Officer Certification Council   1990-Present  
 
• Diplomate, American Board of Addiction Medicine      2009-Present 
 
• Fellow, American Society of Addiction Medicine      1997-Present 
 
• Fellow, American Academy of Clinical Toxicology      1987-Present 
 
 
II.  Education 
 
• East Bakersfield High School        1956 
 
• Bakersfield College, A.A.         1958 
 
• University of California, Berkeley, B.S., Zoology      1960 
 
• University of California, San Francisco, M.S., Pharmacology    1964 
 
• University of California, San Francisco, M.D., Medicine     1964 
 
• San Francisco General Hospital, Internship       1965 
 
• University of California, San Francisco, Post-Doctoral Fellowship,  
• Pharmacology and Toxicology        1965-1967 
 
• Institute for the Advanced Study of Human Sexuality, Ph.D. coursework   1979-1984 
 
 
 
 
III.  Past Medical Practice 
 
• Adjunct Professor, University of California San Francisco      2000-2012 
• Medical Review Officer – PG&E, San Francisco, California     1990-2010 
• Executive Medical Director, Prometa Center, San Francisco     2006-2008 
• Chief of Addiction Medicine, Bayside Marin, Tiburon, California     2006-2008 
• MRO Staff Physician – Betty Ford Center, Rancho Mirage, California    2000-2006 
• Medical Director, Haight Ashbury Free Clinics       1967-2006 
• Research Director, MPI Treatment Services, Summit Medical Center, 
       Oakland, California          1984-2003 
• Medical Director, California Collaborative Center for Substance Abuse Policy 
 Research, University of California, San Francisco                    1998-2007 



      David E. Smith, M.D.                       Page 3 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

  

• Medical Director, California State Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs   1998-2006 
• Doping Control Officer, Winter Olympics, Salt Lake City      2002 
• Medical Staff, Fresno Community Hospital and Medical Center,  
 Community Hospitals of Central California, Fresno, California     1993-1995 
• Medical Review Officer - University of California, Berkeley     1996-2006 
• Medical Director, Forest Farms Community, Adolescent Drug Treatment 
 Program, Forest Knolls, California        1983-1994 
• Consultant on Drug Abuse, Gladman Memorial Psychiatric Hospital, 
       Oakland, California          1981-1986 
• Consultant on Drug Abuse, Marin Alternative Community Therapy, 
       San Rafael, California          1978-1984 
• Member, U.S. Olympic Team, Doping Control Section      1984 
• San Francisco Psychiatric Hospital Courtesy Staff      1973-1977 
• Physician, Presbyterian Alcoholic Clinic       1965-1966 
• Physician, Contra Costa Alcoholic Clinic       1965-1968 
• Director, Alcohol & Drug Abuse Screening Unit, San Francisco General Hospital   1965-1972 
 
 
IV. Teaching Activities 
 
 1. Adjunct Professor, University of California, San Francisco     2000-present 
 2. Visiting Research Professor, University of California, San Francisco    1998-2000 
 3. Associate Clinical Professor of Occupational Health and Clinical Toxicology, 
 Department of Occupational Health, University of California, San Francisco   1986-Present 
 4. Associate Clinical Professor of Clinical Toxicology, University of California, 
 San Francisco          1967-Present 
 5. Lecturer in Criminology, University of California, Berkeley     1968-1969 
 6. Co-Director, National Training Center for Drug Education, San Francisco, California  1970 

7. Preceptor, Community Medicine Preceptorship Program, University of California,  
  San Diego          1972-1973 
 8. Faculty Member, National College of Juvenile Justice, University of Nevada, 
 Reno, Nevada          1971-1976 
 9. Honorary Lecturer, Department of Medicine, Addiction Research Foundation 
 Clinical Institute, Toronto, California       1975-1990 
 10. Visiting Clinical Professor of Behavioral Pharmacology, University of 
 Nevada Medical School         1975-Present 
 11. Lecturer on Substance Abuse, UC Berkeley-UC San Francisco Joint Medical 
 School Program          1980-Present 

12. Guest Lecturer on Substance Use Disorders Assessment & Management of Common  
 Psychiatric Symptoms Course, UCSF Department of Community Health Systems   November 1999 

 
 
V. Consultancies 
 

1. Consultant, Drug Abuse Division of Alcoholism, California Department of  
 Public Health          1966-1968 

 2. Consultant, Drug Abuse, Veteran’s Administration Hospital     1968-Present 
 3. Consultant, Student Association for the Study of Hallucinogens    1968-1980 
 4. Consultant, National Commission on Venereal Disease     1971-1972 
 5. Consultant, President’s Special Action Office on Drug Abuse Prevention   1971-1973 
 6. Consultant, Committee on Dangerous Drugs, California Medical Association   1970-1973 
 7. Consultant on Drug Abuse, United States Air Force      1972-1973 
 8. Consultant on Drug Abuse, National Association of Drug Abuse    1972-1984 

9. Consultant on Drug Abuse, SAODAP       1972-1973 
 10. Consultant on Drug Abuse, NIMH        1972-1973 
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 11. Consultant to NIMH - National Clearinghouse on Drug Abuse Information   1972-1974 
 12. Consultant to NIMH - NARB Drug Treatment Program     1972-1974 

13. Consultant to Committee on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence,  
 1973 House of Delegates         1973 

 14. Advisory Council, Department of Health, Education & Welfare    1973 
 15. Advisory Board to PHARMCHEM Research Foundation     1975-1984 
 16. Consultant, Stanford Research Institute on Drug Abuse     1975-1976 
 17. Consultant, Alcohol and Drug Abuse, AMA Council on Scientific Affairs   1977 
 18. Advisory Committee, San Francisco Health Department, Sexual Trauma Center   1977 
 19. Advisory Council on Narcotics and Drug Abuse, Sacramento, California   1979-1980 

20. Advisory Committee on Controlled Substances, Food and Drug Administration,  
 Washington, DC          1978-1983 

 21. Consultant, Menninger Clinic, Topeka, Kansas      1983-1995 
 22. Consultant, San Francisco General Hospital, Department of Psychiatry    1966-Present 
 23. Consultant, Committee on Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependencies, 
 California Medical Association        1978-1990 
 24. Consultant, American Medical Association Diagnostic and Therapeutic 
 Technology Assessment         1982-1985 
 25. Consultant and Member Advisory Board, Marin A.C.T.     1982-1985 
 26. Alternate Delegate to the American Medical Association representing 
 the American Medical Society on Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependencies   1989-Present 

27. American Psychiatric Association:  Consultant to Substance Abuse Section,  
 Work Group to revise DSM-III        1990 

 28. Johnson Institute:  Faculty Training Position       1990 
28. Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drugs Advanced Practice Nursing Subspecialty Program:  
 Advisory Committee         1998 
30. United States Olympic Committee National Anti-Doping Program Review    1998 
31. International Society of Addiction Medicine (ISAM) 
 Chairman, Health Economics Committee       1999- Present 

 
 
VI. Coordinating Agencies 
 
 1. Founder, Former President and Former Coordinating Committee Member, 
 National Free Clinic Council        1968-1972 
 
 
VII. Memberships 
 
 1. Member, U.S. Office of Education, Drug Education Project and 
 Assistant Director, West Coast Regional Training Center     1970 
 2. Member, Advisory Board of Contemporary Drug Problems     1971 
 3. Member, Governor’s Task Force on Veteran Drug Addicts     1971 

4. Member, San Francisco Association for Mental Health Professional  
 Advisory Committee         1970-1973 

 5. Member, San Francisco Medical Society for Alcoholism and Dangerous 
 Drugs Committee          1970-1985 
 6. Ad Hoc Committee - City College Student Health Services     1972 
 7. Member, Scientific Review Boards Methadone Maintenance Program    1972 
 8. Member, Pan American Medical Association      1972-1995 
 9. Member, Scientific Advisory Committee on Drugs, National Research Council   1971-1972 
 10. Member, PAMA Section on Drug Abuse and Narcotic Addiction    1972-1995 
 11. Member, PAMA Section on Forensic Medicine      1972-1995 
 12. Associate Member, World Medical Association      1972-1995 
 13. Member, National Association State Drug Coordinator,  
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 Drug Abuse Prevention Task Force        1982-1995 
 14. Board Member, Westside Community Mental Health Center     1973 
 15. Member, Royal Society of Medicine, London, England     1973 

16. Member, Conference Organizing Committee First Annual National  
 Drug Abuse Conference, Chicago, Illinois       1974 

 17. Board of Directors Community Management Center      1973 
 18. Member, Clinical Review Board, National Institute on Drug Abuse    1973-Present 
 19. Co-Chairman, National Free Clinic Council,  
 National Free Clinic Physicians Caucus       1974 
 20. Member, Board of Directors, Haight Ashbury Switchboard     1974-1975 
 21. Member, American College of Emergency Physicians      1972-1995 

21. Member, Advisory Board of the National Drug Abuse Center for Training and  
 Resource Development         1975-1995 
22. Member, Professional Advisory Board, “The Door: A Center of Alternatives,”   
 New York, New York         1974-1985 

 24. Member, San Francisco Heart Association       1976-1977 
 25. Member, Northwestern Medical Association, Inc.      1974-1990 
 26. Member, Board of Advisors, Awareness House, Oakland, California    1977 
 27. Member, California PCP Training Project Technical Advisory Group    1978-1979 
 28. Member, Physicians for Prevention, White House Office on Drug Control Policy   1995-Present 
 29. Member, National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence, Inc.    1995-Present  
    30. Member, Prescription Drug Research Center, Chicago, Illinois     2004 
 31.  Member, Independent Advisory Committee on Prescription Stimulant Abuse   2007-Present 
 
 
VII. Societies 

 
1. Member, San Francisco Medical Society Drug Abuse Committee,  
 Physician’s Well Being Committee        1965-Present 

 2. San Francisco Medical Society Local Health Affairs Committee    1997-Present 
 3. San Francisco Medical Society Editorial Board      1999-Present 

4. Member, California Medical Association Drug Abuse Committee,  
  Prescription Drug Committee        1965-Present 
 5. Member, American Medical Association Drug Abuse Committee    1965-Present 
 6. Member, California Society of Addiction Medicine      1972-Present 

7. Member, American Society of Addiction Medicine Board of Directors,  
 Special Status Committee, Nomenclature Committee      1972-Present 

 8. Member, Board of Medical Quality Assurance, Diversion Liaison Committee   1982-1984 
 9. Member, Phi Beta Kappa         1960-Present 
 10. Member, Sigma Xi         1960-Present 
 11. American Public Health Association (Mental Health Section)     1968-Present 
 12. Charter Member, American Academy of Clinical Toxicology     1968-Present 

13. Charter Member and Chairman, Editorial Committee, California Society for the  
 Treatment of Alcoholism and other Drug Dependencies     1973-Present 

 14. Member, San Francisco Society Board of Medical Quality Assurance Committee   1979 
 15. Member, Western Pharmacology Society       1970-Present 
 16. Member, Committee on the Well Being of Physicians,     1997-Present 
  California Medical Association 
 17. Chairman, Well Being Committee, American Society of Addiction Medicine   1999 
 18. Founding Board of Directors, International Society of Addiction Medicine (ISAM)  1999 
 19. Chairman, Pain and Addiction Committee, International Society of Addiction    2002 
  Medicine 
 
 
IX. Training Activities 
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 1. Chairperson, National Drug Abuse Conference, San Francisco     1977 
 2. National Institute on Drug Abuse Training Advisory Committee    1978-1990 
 3. Director, Amphetamine Evaluation and Physician Training Project    1977-1979 
 4. Director, PCP Research and Training Project      1978-1980 
 5. Co-Director, Impaired Health Professional Research and Training    1980-1990 
 6.  Director, Benzodiazepine Research & Physician Training Project    1980-1985 
 7. Co-Director, Drug Abuse and Sexual Dysfunction Research and 
  Physician Training Project         1979-1985 
 8. Medical Director, Haight Ashbury Training and Education Project    1980-1995 
 
 
X. Political and Governmental Positions/Activities 
  

1. Member, Task Force on Domestic Affairs at the Advisory Council of the Elected  
  Officials to the Democratic National Committee:  A Study Group in Drug Abuse and  
  Alcoholism          1971 
 2. Co-Chairman, Northern California Physicians for McGovern for President    1972 
 3. Chairman, Northern California Physicians for Carter for President    1975-1976 
 4. Health Advisor to President Jimmy Carter       1976 
 5. Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Sub-Committee for the Democratic National Platform  1976 
 6. Member, Governor’s Advisory Panel on Narcotics and Drug Abuse    1977 
 7. Consultant, FDA Controlled Substances Advisory Committee     1978-1983 
 8. Consultant, National Institute of Drug Abuse       1976-1984 

9. Member, Committee on Impaired Health Professionals, California Society  
 for the Treatment of Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependencies    1980 

 10. Physician’s Representative on the California State Controlled Substance 
  Prescription Drug Advisory        1993 
 
XI. Honors 
 
 1. Borden Research Award         1964 
 2. Research Award          1966 
 3. California Junior College Alumnus of the Year      1969 
 4. Chancellor’s Award for Community Service, University of California, 
  San Francisco          1974 
 5. 16th Annual San Francisco Examiner “Ten Most Distinguished” Award    1974 
 6. American Medical Association Physician’s Recognition Award in Continuing Education  1978 

7. Martin Luther King Humanitarian Award, Glide Methodist Church,  
  San Francisco, California         1980 
 8. Drug Abuse Treatment Award, California Association State Drug Abuse Coordinators  1983 
 9. Drug Abuse Treatment Award, National Association, State Alcohol and Drug Abuse  

 Coordinators          1984 
10.  Vernelle Fox Award, California Society of Addiction Medicine    1986      
11. Career Achievement Award, National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse  
 Directors (NASADAD) and National Prevention Network     1994 

 12. University of California Medal of Honor Recipient      1995 
 13. Community Works Award, State of California Drug Policy Office    1996 
 14. The Best Doctors in America: Pacific Region      1996-1997 
 15. California Medicine Magazine; named one of “California’s 100 Most 
  Interesting and Influential Health Care Leaders”      1997 
 16. California Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors  
  (CAADAC) Council of Fellows        1998 
 17. Haight Ashbury Free Clinics, Lifetime Achievement Award                  1998 
 18. Geri Taylor Memorial Award, Northern California Psychiatric Society    1998 
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 19. Talbott Recovery Campus Award        1999 
 20. Governor’s Older Worker and Exemplary Employer Recognition Award   2002 
 21.  American Society of Addiction Medicine, Annual Award     2010 
 22.  California Medical Association, Robert D Sparks, MD Leadership Achievement Award  2010 
 
 
XII. Editorial Positions 
 

1. Founder and Executive Editor, Journal of Psychoactive Drugs (formerly known as  
 Journal of Psychedelic Drugs)        1967-Present 
2. Member, Editorial Board, The Journal, the official publication of the Toronto  
 Addiction Research Institute        1974-1993 

 3. Member, Editorial Board, Clinical Toxicology      1975-2007 
 4. Co-Editor, Addictions Alert Newsletter       1987-2005 
 5. Contemporary Drug Problems:  A Law Quarterly 
 6. Journal of American College of Emergency Physicians 
 7. Editorial Board, Drug Abuse and Drug Education 
 8. Editorial Advisory Board, American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse   1973 
 9. Advisory Board, The Center for the Study of Non-Medical Drug Use    1976-Present 
 10. Advisory Board, Women In Crisis, Inc., New York      1981-2005 
 11. Editorial Advisory Board, Journal of the American Medical Association   1984-2006 
 12. Medical Editor, AlcoholMD.com                                   2000-2002 
 13.  Editorial Board, Journal of Addiction Medicine                    2002-Present 
 14.  Medical Advisory Board, Counselor, the Magazine for Addiction Professionals                 2010-Present   
 
 
XIII. Research Projects 
 

1. Assistant Principal Investigator, C.R.C. Dug Abuse Social Rehabilitation and Demonstration 
Project.  Department of Health, Education and Welfare Grant #15-P-55894.  Research on 
vocational rehabilitation for drug abusers, including support for psychological services and 
vocational training through Haight Ashbury Free Clinics.  National seminar with four-volume 
proceedings funded by President’s Special Action Office for Drug Abuse Prevention.      

             1972-1974 
2. Assistant Principal Investigator, West Coast Polydrug Research and Treatment Project.  

Investigated patterns of polydrug abuse and provided treatment and training for physicians.  
Funded by the President’s Special Action Office for Drug Abuse Prevention.  

             1973-1974 
3. Associate Principal Investigator, San Francisco Polydrug Project.  NIDA grant  
 (number unavailable). 

             1974-1977 
 4. Principal Investigator and Director, Amphetamine Evaluation and Physician Training Project.  

Research on treatment of amphetamine abuse and treatment, including several symposiums and 
national conference with bound proceedings.  Funded by Smith Kline & French. 

             1977-1979 
 5. Principal Investigator and Director, PCP Research and Training Project. Research on treatment of 

PCP abuse and training for physicians and law enforcement including national conference.  
Diverse government and private funding sources. 

             1978-1980 
5. Co-Director, Drug Abuse and Sexual Dysfunction Research and Physician Training Project.  

Presented national conference and proceedings. Various funding sources. 
             1979-1985 
 6. Co-Principal Investigator and Director, Benzodiazepine Research and Physician Training Project.  

Developed international physician clinical research network on effects of benzodiazepines at 
clinical and non-clinical dosages.  Resulted in international conference, numerous articles, books 
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and proceedings.  Currently used benzodiazepine withdrawal protocol is named the Smith & 
Wesson Protocol. Funded by Hoffmann LaRoche, Nutley, NJ. 

             1980-1985 
 7. Director, Impaired Health Professional Research and Training.  Ongoing clinical research on the 

treatment of addicted physicians and other health professionals leading to development of 
diversion and treatment programs for physicians, nurses, and other health professionals.  Variable 
private funding. 

             1980-2006 
8. Co-Principal Investigator, A controlled study of naltrexone  maintenance.  
 NIDA Research Grant #RO1 DA03516. 

             1985-1989 
9. Principal Investigator, A controlled study of L-tryptophan in cocaine withdrawal.  
 NIDA Research Grant # R01 DA04182. 

             1987-1991 
10. Co-Principal Investigator, A double-blind multi center trial of gepirone and placebo in the 
       treatment of cocaine dependence.  Collaborative site study funded by Bristol-Myers Squibb. 
             1990-1991 

 11. Co-Principal Investigator, A controlled study of naltrexone induction with clonidine.  NIDA 
Research Grant #R01 DA06038. 

             1990-1994 
11. Co-Principal Investigator, An open usage study of Trexan as adjunctive treatment with psycho 

social therapy for individuals with alcoholism.  Collaborative site study funded by DuPont Merck. 
             1993-1995 
 12. Co-Principal Investigator, An observational study on the clinical management of patients treated 

with naltrexone (ReVia TM ) for alcohol dependence.  Collaborative site study funded by DuPont 
Merck. 

             1995-1996 
 13. Co-Principal Investigator, Reducing cocaine relapse with naltrexone, a placebo-controlled, double-

blind, randomized clinical trial to test the efficacy of naltrexone for reducing relapse among 
cocaine abusers who drink alcohol.  NIDA Research Grant #R01 DA08871. 

 1995-1998 
 14. Consultant, Abuse of Rohypnol in Austin and South Texas, a field work and qualitative data 

analysis of the phenomenon and scope of Rohypnol abuse in the southern and border areas of 
Texas.  Funded by Hoffmann-LaRoche. 

             1996-1997 
 15. Principal Investigator, Fenfluramine/dexfenfluramine use pattern surveillance program.  Monitored 

for development of abuse of fenfluramine or dexfenfluramine.  Funded by Wyeth Ayerst. 
             1996-1998 

16. Consultant, Tyrosine for methamphetamine dependence, a placebo-controlled, double-blind, 
randomized clinical trial to test the efficacy of tyrosine as an adjunct to psycho social treatment in 
abstinence initiation in methamphetamine abusers.  NIDA Research Grant No. R01 DA10739. 

            1996-1999 
 17. Co-Principal Investigator, Acamprosate in-patients with alcohol dependence, a double-blind 

controlled safety and efficacy study at two active dosage levels.  Collaborative site study funded by 
Lipha Pharmaceuticals. 

             1997-1998 
 18. Consultant, Rohypnol abuse in Florida, a field work and qualitative data analysis of the 

phenomenon and scope of Rohypnol abuse in Florida.  Funded by Hoffmann-LaRoche. 
             1997-1998 
 19. Co-Principal Investigator, A long-term safety study of SCH 39166 in the treatment of cocaine 

dependence.  Collaborative site study funded by Schering-Plough Research Institute. 
             1998 
 20. Consultant, Emerging drugs of abuse in California, a field work and qualitative data analysis 

project to investigate new drug abuse patterns in California.  Funded by Hoffmann-LaRoche. 
             1998-1999 
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 21. Principal Investigator and Medical Director, California State Department of Alcohol and Drug 
Programs Contract No. 99-00205.  Administered through Institute on Health and Aging, UCSF. 

             1998-2006 
22. Co-Investigator, Modafinil use pattern surveillance program.  Monitoring for possible development of abuse or 

misuse of Modafinil (Provigil TM).  Funded by Cephalon, Inc. 
             1998-2001 

 23. Consultant, Methamphetamine dependence and the risk of HIV infection, a longitudinal study of 
in-treatment and out-of-treatment methamphetamine users in San Francisco and Sacramento to 
examine HIV seroprevalence, seroincidence, risks behaviors, and their antecedents.  NIDA 
Research Grant No. R01 DA10641. 

             1998-2002 
 24. Principal Investigator, Technical Assistance - Prevention Outcomes and Measures.  California 

State Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs Contract No. 98-00253.  Administered through 
Institute for Health and Aging, UCSF. 

             1999-2001 
 25. Principal Investigator, Adolescent Services, California Alcohol and Drug Programs Contract.  

Administered through Institute for Health and Aging, UCSF. 
             2000-2003 
 26. Principal Investigator, County Profiles, California Alcohol and Drug Programs Contract.  

Administered through Institute on Health and Aging, UCSF. 
             2000-2003 
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